1266 (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to General Ponsonby
July 15,1885.
After Her Majesty's great kindness, I am much concerned to
find myself under the necessity of forfeiting the honour she has
done me by the invitation to Osborne in praying to be excused.
Circumstances long caused me to play with the question of my
throat and voice, but yesterday a careful examination was made
of the interior symptoms by Dr. Semon in the presence of Sir S*
Clarke, and I was laid under a special injunction of silence not in
the House of Commons only, but in private life also to the utmost
degree to which it can be carried. If this be effectually obeyed
regular treatment will be used, and with a sea voyage afterwards
it is thought there is a fair chance of recovery. Meantime the in-
convenience is local, and has no effect upon health.
I have troubled you with rather a long story to explain the
necessity laid upon me, and I beg you to present my humble duty
to the Queen and pray her permission to absent myself from a
festive and august occasion when I should be as a statue among
living people.
1267             General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
OSBORNE. July 16.1885.
, . , I gave your letter to The Queen,
Your simile of being like a statue made Her Majesty smile, but
she told me to assure you she was sorry for you and hoped you
would carefully attend to your doctor's orders to keep quiet.
1268               Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
(Partly printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 695-6,)
BALMORAL CASTLE. Oct. 2.1885.
The Queen waited till Mr. Gladstone had returned from his
Cruise and had established himself at Hawarden to send him the
prints of Pcess Beatrice & Prince Henry of Battenberg wh she
does now & wh she wld have given him at Osborne had he been
able to come.
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